HAAW Scholarship Competition 2012
Learn Hungarian with the Help of the Association
Background: Csaba Péter Gábor has started a scholarship with $1900.00 in 1989 with the purpose of promoting the pursuit of Hungarian language and culture. The scholarship has been awarded to several students by the former HAAW Board.   The original fund has been matched by Microsoft and since then other people have also donated to the fund. We are welcoming new donations to the fund. The current amount of the fund is $6,825.08. Only the accumulated interest is available for the scholarship for the coming years which is approximately $2,780.08 currently.
Goal: The current Board of the Hungarian American Association of Washington (HAAW) decided to invite students to apply for the scholarship based on the rules below. One winner will be chosen by the Judging Panel for the year of 2012. Five people will be invited to the Judging Panel by the Board. The Judging Panel and the Board have the right not to award the scholarship in 2012 if they decide that none of the submitted applications meet the criteria listed below. 
The amount of scholarship to be awarded in 2012: Up to $300 (if the costs of the activity are under $300, the HAAW will only reimburse that amount.) The scholarship can be applied toward the registration fee of the activity and the airfare. 

Who can apply (all of the listed qualification requirements need to be met): 

1. The student’s family has to have a Washington residence and continuous HAAW membership for at least 3 years.
2. The student has to attend grades 8-12 or college/university currently. 
3. The student’s mid-year report card must have at least a 3.5 grade point average (GPA). 
4. The student needs to have plans for the rest of 2012  which meet one of the following criteria:
The student needs to use the funds to improve his/her Hungarian language skills. Some examples of approved activities (other ideas might be approved by the Board): Ti Ti Tábor, Hungarian Scouts camp in the US, summer camp in Hungary or Transylvania where Hungarian language is used, a high-school semester in a Hungarian high school, Hungarian language class in the US, Hungary or Transylvania. The scholarship fund will be transferred to the student’s family when the family can show a proof of registration for the approved activity. If the winner does not participate in the activity by the September 30, 2012, the award may be taken back by the Board and another winner can be chosen from the qualified applicants.
Judging Criteria:

The judging panel will take all 4 points from the “Who can apply” section into consideration when choosing the winner. The student will have a better chance of winning with a more ambitious, longer term plan. For example, the child who plans to spend a semester of high school in Hungary will have a higher chance of winning then another student who wants to take a week long Hungarian language class in Seattle. Furthermore, the higher the student’s GPA is, the better his/her chance of winning. In addition, the style of the essay and the student’s performance during the interview will also impact the decision.
How to apply (all of the listed requirements need to be met in addition to above listed qualification requirements):

1. The student needs to write a minimum 500-word typed essay in English or in Hungarian on his/her plans with the scholarship. He/she should explain why the planned activity is important for him/her or the world. The style and thinking behind the essay will be a major decision factor in the Panel’s decision.
2. If the Panel decides that there is a need for a personal interview, the Panel can ask the candidate for an interview in English or in Hungarian to elaborate on his/her essay before the final decision.
3. A copy of the student’s mid-year (2011-2012 school year) report card needs to be attached.  
Deadline: The essay application needs to be submitted to the Board of the HAAW either my regular mail or by e-mail (attn: Kati Gyulai, katiseattle@yahoo.com, ph: 425-242-1131) by March 31, 2012. The Panel will select and contact the winner by April 15, 2012.  The timing was chosen to make sure that the winner could use the scholarship in the summer or for the next school year. 

Disclaimers: The judging panel’s immediate family members cannot apply. Each family cannot win more than once in a lifetime, even if there are several children in the family. The panel will not discriminate on the basis of financial need, activity within the Hungarian community, citizenship, nationality, race, sex, religion. 
